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RECRUITMENT 
 

Graduate Student Expo  

 Date: August 13, 2015 

 Documentation: Exhibit A 

 Description: At the start of each semester, Georgia Tech hosts an event for 

organizations to showcase themselves to graduate students. HFES-GT 

participated this year by setting up a booth where graduate students could talk to 

members of the chapter about joining the group. The student chapter was able to 

obtain the email addresses of more than twenty people who were interested in 

learning more about HFES, many of whom were outside the School of 

Psychology. Reaching graduate students outside of the School of Psychology was 

one of the major goals of the student chapter this year because of the increased 

potential for multi-disciplinary projects, and it appears that the Graduate Student 

Expo paid off in that regard. 

 

Engineering Psychology Colloquium 

 Date: August 18, 2015 

 Documentation: Exhibit B 

 Description: The student chapter president made a presentation at the first 

engineering psychology colloquium session of the 2015-2016 school year; the 

function of the presentation was to persuade the students of the program to join 

the student chapter by A) reviewing the chapter’s previous accomplishments, and 

B) previewing the events of the year. 
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GUEST SPEAKERS 
 

Dr. John Stasko, College of Computing, Georgia Tech 

 Date: September 24, 2015 

 Documentation: Exhibit C 

 Description: HFES-GT was excited to host Georgia Tech’s own Dr. John Stasko 

for a talk to the students about his research in information visualization and visual 

analytics. He introduced the field in general, showed off a few examples of 

visualizations that he or other people have done, explained some of the artistic 

side of visualization as well, and answered questions at the end. Eight members of 

the student chapter were able to attend the talk. 
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FIELD TRIPS 

 

Museum of Design – Atlanta  

 Date: November 18, 2015 

 Documentation: Exhibit D 

 Description: 3D printing was MODA’s featured exhibit when the student chapter 

visited and the students were able to learn about many of the ways that this new 

technology is able to better people’s lives. Among the featured displays were 

dresses, buildings, prosthetics, DNA (!), jewelry, and other items that can all be 

produced using printers. The human factors field is generally about making 

people’s lives easier, and 3D printing looks to be a huge step in that direction; in 

the future, when these printers are more commonplace, people will be able to 

create more customizable products to suit their needs. 
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OUTREACH 
 

National Ergonomics Month Action Plans 

 Date: submitted July 27, 2015 

 Documentation: Exhibit E 

 Description: HFES-GT unveiled a new activity for NEM that helped the student 

chapter increase awareness of the HF/E field. The activity is titled “SPACE 

RACE: Humans vs. Aliens!” and gives people a hands-on opportunity to learn 

about the importance of good design in workspaces. The activity consists of two 

teams working on their own assembly lines to build spaceships: On one side is the 

Humans, who have an assembly line created with good human factors principles 

(instructional design, physical accommodations, and intuitive arrangements of 

materials), while the other side is the Aliens, who did not implement human 

factors and therefore have a difficult time assembling their spaceships. The Space 

Race was able to convincingly show how life could be easy when things are 

designed with the user in mind, and miserable if not designed as such. For their 

efforts, the student chapter was awarded “Gold” in the NEM Best Action Plans 

competition. 

 

National Ergonomics Month Expo 

 Date: October 26, 2015 

 Documentation: Exhibit F 

 Description: An abbreviated version of the “Space Race” activity was made 

available for conference-goers to play with at the NEM Expo on the first day of 

the HFES conference. The project lead (Angela Yoo) was there to demonstrate 

the activity as well as provide guidance for attendees on how to carry out the 

activity or create their own activities similar to it. Lots of positive feedback was 

received and there were some discussions with Dr. Joe Keebler about publishing 

an article in Ergonomics in Design related to this activity and/or other outreach 

activities. 

 

HFES university labs showcase 

 Date: October 27, 2015 

 Documentation: Exhibit G 

 Description: This year’s poster (for presentation at the HFES annual conference), 

which showcased all six of the engineering psychology department’s active 

laboratories, was coordinated through the student chapter. One representative 

from each lab was allowed to be a presenting author on the poster; the chapter 

president coordinated the logistics and the gathering of information for the poster. 

The showcase provided an opportunity for chapter members to interact with 

poster session attendees whether it was technical content related or just 

networking for future work opportunities. 
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Bad Design Atlanta 

 Date: Fall 2015 

 Documentation: Exhibit H 

 Description: Every year, the student chapter hosts the Bad Design Atlanta contest, 

which calls for people to find examples of bad designs around campus and/or the 

city and to highlight them by pointing out the faults of the design and proposing 

solutions. The contest was announced in September 2015 through various venues 

including fliers in residence halls, social media, school-wide news digests, and 

short pitches in relevant psychology classes. Submissions were judged by student 

chapter members and psychology faculty, and the winners were invited to speak 

to the student chapter members about their findings. Prize money was awarded as 

follows: first place = $75, second place = $50, and third place = $25. 

 

Fernbank “Science at Hand” Day 

 Date: November 7, 2015 

 Documentation: Exhibit I 

 Description: The Fernbank Museum introduces kids to various science specialties 

every year through their annual “Science at Hand” Day, and HFES hosted a booth 

to spread the word about the HF/E field as a science. One of the activities at the 

booth was the aforementioned “SPACE RACE: Humans vs. Aliens”. The other 

activity involved chapter members showing pictures of poorly-designed 

products/items/interfaces and having the kids use their intuition to identify the 

problems with those things. Chapter members also engaged the kids in 

discussions about basic HF/E principles that were violated with these designs and 

how they could learn to apply these principles in other situations. This event 

served as a great opportunity to expose kids to the field at an early age so that 

they become informed citizens of the field as they grow up. 

 

Atlanta Science Festival – Exploration Expo 

 Date: March 26, 2016 

 Documentation: Exhibit J 

 Description: Every year, the Atlanta Science Festival (ASF) is held in late March 

with the intent of increasing awareness and interest in science, particularly among 

children. HFES-GT was glad to contribute to this effort by hosting a booth at ASF 

similar to the one hosted at the Fernbank “Science at Hand” Day (see the previous 

entry for description of booth), but this time in collaboration with the Clemson 

chapter of HFES. This event provided a very large potential audience for the 

student chapter (expected attendance of 20,000; official numbers have not been 

reported yet). 
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COLLABORATION 
 

Engineering psychology program 

 Date: Fall 2015 

 Documentation: Exhibits G and K 

 Description:  

o HFES university labs showcase (see “Outreach” entry and Exhibit G): 

The Georgia Tech engineering psychology program collaborated with the 

student chapter to present a poster at the annual conference explaining the 

work happening in each of the program’s six laboratories. 

o Engineering psychology program newsletter (see Exhibit K): The 

engineering psychology program highlighted the accomplishments of its 

students and faculty in an annual newsletter, which was published in 

September 2015. The student chapter supplied some of the content, 

including updates on the chapter itself, for the newsletter that reached 

many friends and alumni of the engineering psychology program. 

 

School of Psychology 

 Date: February 9, 2016 

 Documentation: Exhibit L 

 Description: At the February 9, 2016 general meeting, HFES-GT students took 

some time to provide feedback to the faculty and IT staff regarding the newly-

designed School of Psychology website. The students performed think-aloud 

protocols and heuristic evaluations to identify problem areas that could trip up 

potential users. The activity was a service to the School of Psychology but also 

enabled the students to apply their human factors expertise in a very practical 

manner. 

 

Clemson HFES student chapter 

 Date: March 26, 2016 

 Documentation: Exhibit J 

 Description: At the Atlanta Science Festival this year, Georgia Tech’s and 

Clemson’s student chapters worked together to host a booth that gave kids the 

opportunity to learn about the human factors field. Participants at the booth were 

given the opportunity to build Lego spaceships using directions with good or bad 

human factors (the “Space Race”) as well as look at pictures of poorly-designed 

items and discuss potential improvements for those items. The student chapters 

also took the opportunity to network a little bit to facilitate future collaboration on 

events. 
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EXPLORATION 
 

Online Collaboration Applications Evaluated by Ease of Use 

 Date: February 2016 (manuscript proofs received) 

 Documentation: Exhibit M 

 Description: HFES-GT members worked together to evaluate popular work 

collaboration tools (e.g. Google Docs, Cisco WebEx) using human factors 

principles and produced recommendations regarding the best tools for various 

functions (e.g. scheduling events, sharing files). A manuscript summarizing the 

findings was submitted to Ergonomics in Design last year and received a “revise 

and resubmit” decision. The “web tools” paper was eventually revised, accepted, 

and proofs were sent to the lead author (Lauren Margulieux) in February. 

 

Redesign of the American voting process 

 Date: February 2016 (accepted) 

 Documentation: Exhibit N 

 Last year, HFES-GT won first place in the HFES “Voting System of Tomorrow” 

competition and was recognized at the annual conference. The students decided to 

publicize their work in that project by submitting a manuscript to Ergonomics in 

Design that summarized their findings. The manuscript provided HF/E-driven 

recommendations for how the American voting process could be streamlined 

(website design, voter accounts, appointments, intuitive ballots, etc.) and it was 

accepted in February. 

 

Centers for Disease Control (CDC) immunization schedule redesign 

 Date: 2015-2016 school year 

 Documentation: Exhibit O 

 Description: Dr. David Kim of the Centers for Disease Control asked HFES-GT 

for help in redesigning the CDC’s immunization schedule, and the students were 

happy to help! The figure was starting to become too difficult to decipher with all 

of the information being added to it, so he wanted to know if we would be able to 

use human factors principles to create a user-friendly version of the figure. We 

redesigned parts of the schedule and passed the deliverables to Dr. Kim in April. 

When these changes are approved, the new schedule will be used in doctors’ 

offices to help them determine when certain vaccines are to be used and under 

what conditions. 
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SOCIAL 

 

Fall social 

 Date: September 29, 2015 

 Documentation: Exhibit P 

 Description: Traditionally, the student chapter does not host a social event in the 

fall semester, but the officers this year recognized a need for the new students to 

have a chance to mingle with the current students outside of an academic setting. 

The fall social event was held at a local bar (Cypress Pint and Plate) with 12 

people attending to welcome the new students better and kick back with other old 

friends from the chapter. 

 

Alumni Dinner 

 Date: October 27, 2015 

 Documentation: Exhibit Q 

 Description: The annual HFES conference brings Georgia Tech alumni together 

from all around the world, so the student chapter always takes advantage of the 

opportunity by hosting a dinner event for alumni to socialize with the current 

engineering psychology students and faculty. This year, 31 people were in 

attendance at the dinner, which was held at The Briks, just a few blocks from the 

conference hotel. 

 

HFES student chapter presidents’ luncheon 

 Date: October 28, 2015 

 Documentation: Exhibit R 

 Description: The president of HFES-GT attended the annual luncheon held at the 

conference and had the opportunity to interact with the presidents of other student 

chapters as well as learn about what the other chapters had accomplished in the 

past year. Of note was the fact that some of the other chapter presidents seemed to 

be interested in the new “Space Race” activity created by the Georgia Tech 

chapter, so arrangements were made for the interested parties to obtain more 

information about the activity at a later time. Attendance can be confirmed on the 

sign-in sheet from the event. 
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“Bad Design” Lunch 

 Date: December 1, 2015 

 Documentation: Exhibit S 

 Description: The winners of the “Bad Design Atlanta” competition were invited 

to speak with the student chapter about their findings at a small awards ceremony. 

Two of the winners ended up being able to make it, with Teng Shao discussing 

improvements that the school gym could make for the swimsuit water extractors 

(e.g. better visibility of system status needed) and Mengqi Chen outlining ways 

that the school trolleys could make the handgrips more ergonomically friendly. 

Each of the winners received their certificates signed by the president and faculty 

adviser. Food was catered by Moe’s Southwest Grill. 

 

End-of-year social at “Escape the Room” 

 Date: April 28, 2016 

 Documentation: Exhibit T 

 Description: To celebrate the student chapter’s achievements through the year, the 

students went to “Escape the Room” near the end of the semester, an interactive 

puzzle game in which participants must solve mysteries as a team in order to be 

unlock the room’s exit. This event gave students the opportunity to socialize a bit, 

exercise the brain in non-traditional ways, and build a bit of camaraderie as well. 

The team ended up escaping with 27 seconds to spare! 
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INFORMATION DISSEMINATION 
 

“Bad Design Atlanta” contest results on social media 

 Date: December 2015 

 Documentation: Exhibit U 

 Description: After the results of the Bad Design contest were known, the student 

chapter took the opportunity to publicize the results on social media outlets such 

as Facebook and Twitter. The posts served to publicize the contest for future 

iterations, increase awareness of the human factors field, and possibly effect some 

actual change around campus related to the objects discussed in the winning 

entries. 
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CONTINUOUS IMPROVEMENT 
 

Website overhaul 

 Date: Fall 2015 

 Documentation: Exhibit V 

 Description: When this school year started, the HFES-GT website was somewhat 

outdated, both in terms of content, structure, and style. With the help of the 

department’s IT personnel, the student chapter transitioned to a WordPress 

instance hosted by Georgia Tech, giving the website a modern feel and easier 

editing ability. The old website is no longer available, but the new one can be 

seen here: hfes.gatech.edu  

 

Student chapter thank-you notes 

 Date: Fall 2015 

 Documentation: Exhibit W 

 Description: The student chapter places thank-you tent cards on tables at 

sponsored events to acknowledge the entities that made the event possible.The 

ones in use last year were a bit outdated, so the chapter created new ones that 

cover many of the usual sponsors (GVU Center, Engineering Psychology Fund, 

and the School of Psychology). 

 

Updates to officers’ handbook and officers’ calendar 

 Date: 2015-2016 school year 

 Documentation: Exhibit X 

 Description: Last year’s officers started the hard work of documenting the many 

recurring procedures of the student chapter and organizing them into a handbook 

for future officers to use. This year, the officers continued that work by including 

more detail that was previously unaccounted for and inserting new information 

where applicable.  

 

University-wide student organizations platform change 

 Date: Spring 2016 

 Documentation: Exhibit Y 

 Description: The student organizations office at Georgia Tech hosts a central 

platform for all organizations to post news and resources, whether for internal or 

public consumption. This year, the platform was changed to one with greater 

capabilities that required an officers’ orientation. Two chapter officers attended 

the orientation and started the chapter’s existence on the new platform (OrgSync; 

the old platform was called JacketPages). 
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SUPPORTING DOCUMENTATION 

 

Exhibit A: Confirmation email about Graduate Student Expo 

 

 
 

Exhibit B: Engineering psychology colloquium schedule 
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Exhibit C: Email announcement of Dr. Stasko’s talk 

 

 
 

Exhibit D: HFES-GT members listening to a MODA exhibitor talk about 3D printing 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 



                           

STUDENT CHAPTER AWARDS APPLICATION: GEORGIA TECH     15 

 

 

2016 Application 

Student Chapter Recognition 

 

 

Exhibit E: Email from Dr. Keebler announcing Gold Award for Best Action Plans 

 

 
 

Exhibit F: Angela Yoo at the NEM Expo showing off the “SPACE RACE” activity 
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Exhibit G: Confirmation email from labs showcase coordinator 

 

 
 

Exhibit H: Bad Design Atlanta winners’ congratulations email from chapter president 
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Exhibit I: HFES-GT members interacting with kids at Fernbank Museum’s “Science at 

Hand” Day 

 

 
 

Exhibit J: Atlanta Science Festival joint booth with Clemson HFES chapter (no HFES-

GT members visible in picture, but HFES-GT banner is visible on left) 
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Exhibit K: Front page of engineering psychology program newsletter 
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Exhibit L: Agenda for 2-9-2016 chapter meeting 

(School of Psychology website: psychology.gatech.edu) 

 

 
 

Exhibit M: Screenshot of “web tools” EID paper proof 
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Exhibit N: Email from EID editor regarding acceptance of voting redesign manuscript 

 

 
 

Exhibit O: Example of redesigned immunization schedule figure 
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Exhibit P: HFES-GT members at Cypress for the fall social 

 

 
 

Exhibit Q: Alumni dinner at HFES national conference 
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Exhibit R: RSVP email for the student chapter presidents luncheon 

 

 
 

Exhibit S: Email announcement of “Bad Design” Lunch 
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Exhibit T: Group picture from “Escape the Room” 

 

 
 

Exhibit U: Screenshot of GVU Center tweet about “Bad Design Atlanta” contest 

(tweet can be found here: https://twitter.com/gvucenter/status/677533280300875777)  
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Exhibit V: Front page of new HFES-GT website (hfes.gatech.edu) 

 

 
 

Exhibit W: Updated thank-you tent cards 
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Exhibit X: First two pages of updated officers’ calendar 

 

  
 

Exhibit Y: HFES-GT home page on OrgSync 
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LETTER OF ENDORSEMENT (faculty advisor: Dr. Wendy Rogers) 

 

 


